
Our Voices for Democra-
cy on the Street, in the 
Capitol, and at the Polls
By Janet Braun

Every week my Bay Creek walking 
group hikes along Monona Bay and then 
to Lakeside Coffee House for coffee, tea, 
and conversation. Last week, a friend 
explained to me what made this spring’s 
February 21st primary and April 4th 
general election for Wisconsin Su-
preme Court different and crucially 
important:  Typically, Democrats and 
Republicans hold separate primaries, 
facing off in the general election – but 
for this “non-partisan” primary, the top 
two vote-getters move forward regard-
less of party. While not officially identi-
fied with either party, two conservatives 
and two liberals are running – meaning the primary could 
leave liberal voters with a choice between the two conserva-
tive candidates (or vice versa) in the general election. 

I decided I need to know more, so Sunday January 23, I 
bundled up and went to hear speakers at the national  
Women’s March:  they chose to hold their rally in Madison 
and organize with the local Madison Abortion and Repro-

ductive Rights Coalition for Healthcare 
(MARRCH) to highlight our Supreme 
Court race.  I circled capitol square, 
meeting the march on its way up State 
Street from UW’s Library Mall – out 
front, a huge banner fluttered, embla-
zoned with the raised fist of solidarity, 
a burning torch, and the words “Bigger 
Than Roe.” 

Mostly women and girls, the large 
crowd inching forward toward the 
capitol was diverse and energized:  lots 
of men also came, some pushed stroll-
ers; one woman in an ankle brace rolled 
along on her knee-leg scooter. Madi-
son’s Forward Marching Band played, 
leading the spirited throng in chants, 
“We want our rights back.” Some wore 
the 2017 Women’s March trademark 
pink-eared hats; some carried hand-

painted signs and banners, their messages floating above 
the moving marchers:  “Bans off   (Continued on page 2)

B AY  C R E E K  B I L L B OA R D
Bay Creek Neighborhood Association (BCNA) Meetings. 

Second Thursdays of the Month: Feb. 9, Mar. 9, Apr. 13 
baycreekmadison.org has agenda and Zoom link

Guided Nature Walks: Friends of Olin Turville (FOOT). 
Second Sundays of the Month:  Feb. 19, Mar.19, April 9 1:30 
pm. Meet at Turville Parking lot off John Nolen Dr. 

Food Pantry: Tuesdays 10:00–12:00 pm; Thursdays 5:15–7:30 
pm Free Meal: Fridays 12:00–1:00 pm St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church 605 Spruce St. Volunteer Contact: Elaine, 608-256-
8463; StMarks@StMarksMadison.org 

Monona Bay Shoreline Clean-up – Friends of Monona 

Bay. Second Saturdays of the Month: 10:00 am–12:00 pm. 
Information Contact: Nina: ninaj@wisc.edu, (608) 698-9708.
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Our Neighbors: It’s a Wonderful Life
By Pastor Lisa Nelson

In April of 2019, I became pastor of St Mark’s Lutheran 
Church on the corner of Hickory and Spruce. Maybe we’ve 
met at our cookouts; if not, you’re invited. St Mark’s is a small 
congregation with a big food ministry:  our food pantry serves 
50 families a month, and another 50 to 60 people come every 
Friday for our free Community Meal – all are welcome! 

I love working part time at St Mark’s, and as a Life Coach, 
where I help people discover and work toward their goals.  
My husband and I have raised three boys – our youngest is off 
to college this fall. Our family also includes two cats, a dog, 
and a leopard gecko. I’d like to introduce you to some of our 
Bay Creek neighbors. 

Bay Creek resident Jean Anne moved to the neighborhood in 
1981 and worked as a UW Hospital nurse. When I asked her 
what she liked best about living here, she immediately listed 
off the lake, our relatively low crime rate, and being close to 
the grocery store and library. Her concerns? The country’s 
future, especially the problems drugs cause. She also added:  
it’s important for people to be able to agree to disagree and 
remain kind and civil.   (Continued on page 2)

Read the Bay Creek Bulletin in color with functional links on 
Neighborhood website: baycreekmadison.org/bulletin.html

https://www.womensmarch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MadisonMARRCH/
http://baycreekmadison.org
http://baycreekmadison.org
http://stmarksmadison.org/default.aspx
http://stmarksmadison.org/default.aspx
http://stmarksmadison.org/food-pantry.aspx
http://stmarksmadison.org/friday-meal.aspx
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And what makes her happy? Helping people and bringing 
 a little joy to their lives. She called that her personal job 
description. 

Now, here is a story of hers that illuminates this calling. 
Back in 1987, Jean Anne single-handedly started a national 
campaign for an Aids Awareness postage stamp. She wrote to 
many celebrities, governmental leaders, and other influential 
people, asking for letters of support; she collected the letters 
and sent them on to the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee, 
who recommend which stamps to issue. 

Actor Jimmy Stewart sent a letter of support – and a personal 
letter to Jean Anne. She framed his letter, which reads, “Dear 
Jean, your letter is just about the most wonderful I have ever 
received. I think it’s great the work you are doing, and I wish 
you every good wish and I hope you have a wonderful life. 
God bless you, Jimmy Stewart.” 

It took six years, but after many rejections, the committee 
finally decided to make an Aids Awareness stamp. Thanks to 
Jean Anne’s hard work! 

Finally, Jean Anne says, “I sincerely want to wish everyone: 
A WONDERFUL LIFE!” v 

W O N D E R F U L  L I F E  From page 1

our Bodies,” “Reproductive Rights are Human Rights,” 
“Regulate Dick, not Jane;” on the capitol steps an older 
gentleman held a large, homemade sign too long to finish 
reading while flowing past:  “Men cause 100% of unwant-
ed pregnancies….”   Inside the capitol, people lined every 
level of the rotunda, listening and cheering the speakers.  

The Women’s March Executive director, Rachel O’Leary 
Carmona, noted that since the US Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade last year, “All of the fights [for repro-
ductive rights] for the years to come will be at the state 
level.” A locally practicing OB/GYN physician highlighted 
their work providing access to abortion clinics on Illinois’s 
border for Wisconsin patients who now must travel out of 
state to obtain the care they need. Pat Raes, president of 
SEIU Healthcare Wisconsin, talked about the desperate 
need to replace Wisconsin’s 1849 law now governing our 
reproductive healthcare. “Abortion bans don’t stop abor-
tions, they just stop safe abortions” she reminded us. Oth-
ers noted that black and brown community members are 
among those most affected by Wisconsin’s lack of compre-
hensive reproductive healthcare. 

I was grateful to be at the capitol as a woman, a mother,  
a nursing professor, a citizen, and a neighbor who really  
cares about keeping our democracy alive, our right to make 
our own personal decisions, especially our healthcare and 
reproductive decisions. I realized that the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court election would also impact many other issues, 
including gerrymandering, and hope you will learn about 
the candidates; the League of Women Voters and PBS have 
meet-the-candidates guides. 

If you plan to vote absentee, go to https://myvote.wi.gov/
en-us/Vote-Absentee-By-Mail – you must request absen-
tee status each year. Let’s all be concerned neighbors and 
citizens and vote February 21st and April 4th. v

D E M O C R A C Y   From page 1

Buying or Selling........  the point is Noot!

DOUG NOOT ABR, GRI

BROKER / ASSOCIATE/ UW ALUMNI

608-663-8323
dnoothomes@gmail.com

Bay Creek Resident
& Realtor since 2001

KELLERWILLIAMS

Janeen’s Pet Care
608-628-2059
janeenandmiguel@gmail.com

DOGS
...
CATS
...
FISH
...

BIRDS
...

RODENTS
...

REPTILES

For more than 30 years I have supported 
family pets when lives get a bit hectic

Artist:  
Tom Mann;  
red ribbon 
symbolizes 
compassion 
and  
awareness.

http://baycreekmadison.org
https://about.usps.com/who/csac/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1999.2004.978
https://www.lwvabcwi.org/latest-news/2023/1/5/meet-the-candidates-running-in-the-2023-wisconsin-supreme-court-primary
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/meet-the-candidates-running-in-the-2023-wisconsin-supreme-court-primary/
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Vote-Absentee-By-Mail
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Vote-Absentee-By-Mail
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By Allen Arntsen 

On January 26, the proposed park between John Nolen 
Drive and Lake Monona, from Machinery Row to Lakeside 
street, took another step forward when the three design firms 
selected by the city Lake Monona Waterfront Ad Hoc Com-
mittee presented their conceptual master plans at Madison’s 
Central Library. The Agency Landscape and Planning, James 
Corner Field Operations, and Sasaki plans can now be found 
on the City of Madison’s Lake Monona Waterfront website. 

While developed separately, the plans have many common 
features. All present the northern part of Olin Park (the park 
area covered by the Design Challenge) as a natural area pri-
marily serving the south side. These plans show restoration 
of the historic marshland along the shoreline, a nature center, 

Lake Monona Waterfront Park Designs Move Forward
and they pay homage to Ho Chunk settlement and use of the 
lakeshore. They show piers, boardwalks, and separate paths 
for fast bikes and pedestrians, interspersed with places to 
fish or otherwise enjoy the lake. 

All the designers worked closely with the City Engineering 
department, re-envisioning the areas adjacent to the Cause-
way, which is scheduled for its own rebuilding in a couple 
of years. City engineers have substantially narrowed the 
Causeway, providing more room for the different modes of 
transportation, recreation, and education. Also proposed are 
safer crossings – whether at grade and grade separated – at 
Lakeside Street, North Shore Drive, Broom Street, and Blair 
Street. 

Further north and east, the plans emphasize connecting down-
town and the Capitol Square to Lake Monona, via overpasses 
and greenways above the John Nolen and railroad track 
corridor; they foresee King and Hamilton streets extending 
to, and even out into, the lake. This area also has the most 
developed recreational features, including beaches, public 
event and spectator locations, and food and water-recreation 
facilities. 

The Lake Monona Waterfront Ad Hoc committee, which 
is overseeing this process, plans to select a design team 
by the end of April and then work with that team to come 
up with a detailed waterfront master plan. That plan can 
include features from the other teams’ plans (the city has 
the rights to them) and will include a robust public engage-
ment process.  

To become more involved and find more information and 
engagement opportunities, visit the City’s Design Challenge 
website; check the committee’s scheduled meetings; and 
take the design survey now! The charitable organization 
helping to fund and organize the private side of this en-
deavor, the nonprofit Friends of Nolen Waterfront, is another 
place to support this public/private partnership. v 

Friends of Monona Bay Shoreline 
Cleanup Year end summary
By Lisie Kitchel 

Please thank seven volunteers for collecting three bags of 
trash and a bicycle from Monona Bay in December. In 2022, 
220 FOMB volunteers collected 152 bags of trash. Since 
2006, FOMB’s monthly cleanup has collected 2,552 bags of 
trash. Cleanup begins 10am Saturdays, Brittingham Beach 
House, at Proudfit and W. Brittingham. Want to help? Contact 
Nina: (608) 698-9708 v 

Oriental Shop

Oriental Groceries
Seafood

Fresh Vegetables
251-7991

1029 South Park Street
(just beyond Fish Hatchery Road)

Madison, WI 53715

Mon. 10:30-6
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. 10:30-7
Sat. 10:30-6  Sun. 12-5

(Closed Tues.)

Oriental Groceries
Sea Food

Fresh Vegetables
251-7991

1029 South Park Street Madison, WI 53715
(just beyond Fish Hatchery Road)

Mon. 10:30-6
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri.10:30-7
Sat. 10:30-6  Sun. 12-5

(Closed Tues.)

http://baycreekmadison.org
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/lake-monona-waterfront-design-challenge
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/lake-monona-waterfront-design-challenge
https://madison.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.aspx?ID=48457&GUID=3D5C4482-8ACA-4B5E-A6A6-EBD03EFF140C&Search=
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WHBCQ23
https://lakemononawaterfront.org/
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Support 
Your Local 
Library
By Tom DeChant

On behalf of Friends  
of the Goodman South 
Madison Library

Did you  
know  
your local 
library has Friends? Indeed, the Friends of the Goodman 
South Madison Library are alive and well, and many of us 
live in the Bay Creek neighborhood. Our membership is 
about 40 strong, but we’re always looking for more folks – 
especially younger, tech-savvy types who can help us out 
with social media! 

So what do the Friends of the Goodman do? Our goal is 
simple – we raise money for our local library. If you’ve 

visited Goodman recently, you’ve hopefully seen our sales cart 
right inside the door. We also sell used books through Thrift and 
join with other Friends each summer for a massive joint book 
sale at the Library Support Center on W. Badger Road. If you 
have nice books to get rid of, you can drop them off at the library.

So, what do we do with the money we raise? Well, in 2022 we 
funded the purchase of six new I-Pads for the children/young 
adult area, and a spankin’ new X-Box for the Library’s teen 
lounge. We’ve supported joint programming with Madison 
Literacy Network, provided art supplies for Open Art Studio, 
seeds for Madison’s Seed Library, and given to many other 
programs. 

And coming up...  On June 10th, with a big lift from Delta Beer 
Lab, we will fund the Library’s StorySLAM based on the Go 
Big Read book, How the Word is Passed. To raise money for 
the event, some of us Friends and neighbors will be bartending 
at Delta Beer Lab this April – that month all tips will go to 
fund the StorySLAM, so plan to drop in to Delta in April, chat 
us up, and tip generously! Watch for more news about this 
exciting event! v 

A L D E R  R E P O R T 

By Tag Evers

Time to Act on Building Emissions is Now
Recently, a WSJ editorial criticized the 
Mayor and Alders for pushing energy 
efficiency in large commercial buildings. 
The editorial was full of inaccuracies, and 
I want to set the record straight. 

Transportation is responsible for the biggest chunk of the 
city’s greenhouse gas emissions at 40%. We are tackling 
that issue with 46 new electric buses, rapid transit and more. 
Large commercial buildings are the next biggest contributor 
at 30%. We are now proposing to get serious about tackling 
these emissions too.

The building energy efficiency program we are proposing 
is simply asking building owners to run their buildings 
efficiently. Commercial building systems are complex, and 
they need to be monitored and adjusted regularly. 

The editorial suggests policymakers are acting politically and 
proposing this new program at the last minute. In truth, we 
have been talking to the business community about this for 
two years and announced our intention to act last June at a 
press conference that was covered by the WSJ. The editorial 
also criticizes the city for not doing more on a voluntary 
approach, but a voluntary approach is what we have now. All 
the tools for firms to become more energy efficient are 
available for free, plus Focus on Energy offers incentives 
for building tune-ups. The proof of this is in the number of 

businesses already doing this work, but it’s not enough 
buildings, and the climate clock is ticking. 

We need to move beyond the status quo where just the early 
adopters pay attention to energy use. A lot has changed in 
recent years. Nearly 50 cities have adopted similar policies for 
their building sectors. Climate leaders are demonstrating that 
this is what baseline climate action looks like. And climate 
experts around the world tell us we must cut our carbon 
pollution nearly in half by 2030 – in just seven years. It is 
time for all commercial buildings to make progress. If we are 
serious about climate, everybody needs to act – including (and 
perhaps especially) those who would never take us up on a 
voluntary program. 

Energy benchmarking and tune-ups are some of the most 
cost-effective things a building owner can do. They pay for 
themselves in energy savings in an average of 1.7 years. 
And that’s BEFORE using Focus on Energy incentives. And 
if you can demonstrate you already manage your building 
well or just made a big energy saving investment, the city 
will waive the requirement. This is not a punitive policy.

The editorial also raised privacy concerns, about the potential 
leakage of information about a company’s energy use to the 
public. However, our policy – unlike other cities – will not 
publish benchmarking results, because of what we heard from 
the business community. This Mayor and this Common 
Council are leading on climate. Madison does not have 
time to dawdle and hope for the best. To meet our climate 
goals, we must reduce emissions and create energy efficient 
buildings now.  v

http://baycreekmadison.org
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofgoodman/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofgoodman/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/projects/library-maintenance-support-center
https://www.cityofmadison.com/calendar/open-art-studio
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/collections/dane-county-seed-library
https://www.facebook.com/madcitystoryslam/
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( d i s c o v e r  w i t h  u s  @ l e g r a n d r e a l e s t a t e )

Sabra Gent / Realtor
myagentsabra@gmail.com

608.215.4589  |  legrandre.com

Why partner with Sabra to sell your home? 
As an experienced, committed, and fun-loving Realtor, Sabra delights in 
assisting her clients in manifesting their dreams. A Bay Creek resident for 
10 years, and Madisonian since the 1990s. Whether you’re buying your 
first home or selling your last one, Sabra is a trusted resource. She does it 
all with style, grace, and a sense of humor (once you experience her laugh, 
you’ll never forget it!).

This is not meant as a solicitation if your home is currently being marketed.

BE LOCAL,  LOVE OUR COMMUNITY

“I ENTRUSTED SABRA TO SELL MY BEAUTIFUL BAY CREEK BUNGALOW 
THIS SPRING AND WAS THRILLED WITH THE ENTIRE PROCESS. HER 
RESEARCH, MARKETING, & COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS HELPED ME 
ACHIEVE A WONDERFUL BUYER AND AN UNBELIEVABLE PRICE FOR 
MY BELOVED HOME. EVERYTHING WENT SEAMLESSLY AND I COULD 
NOT BE HAPPIER!”BAY CREEK SELLER
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Bay Creek  
National Park
By Lili Kelly – Wisconsin  
Master Naturalist

Would you like to see more butterflies 
and birds in Bay Creek? They are 
good neighbors who provide “ecologi-
cal services” controlling pests, polli-
nating plants that feed us, and bringing 
joy. These creatures, like many current and potential  
Madisonians, face a housing shortage, not just here, but 
worldwide. While this lack of suitable habitat is a key cause 
of the discouraging decline in insect and bird populations, 
Douglas Tallamy’s 2019 best-selling book Nature’s Best 
Hope: A New Approach to Conservation That Starts in  
Your Yard is an exciting and practical call to action. 

Tallamy notes that there is not enough wild land left  
to set aside enough for larger, new national parks or 
 refuges, but there is open space that could be 
repurposed: our yards. Most of the plants we grow 
in our yards are native to Asia, Europe, and South 
America and not recognizable as food or habitat 
for the species that call our region home. Tallamy 
proposes that if many landowners fill a little bit 
of their yard with food that nourishes butterflies 
and birds, then these “parklets” add up to a grand 
Backyard National Park. 

Creating our own Bay Creek National Park out of 
parklets wouldn’t be too time consuming, large, 
complex, or expensive. If less than half Bay Creek 
residences (302 of its 707 lots) converted only 
three steps per side (about four-square yards or 6’ 
x 6’) into parklets, then the neighborhood could 
create our own, quarter acre park from our back 
and front yards! 

Each parklet would need between 16 and 25 
plants. Our local butterflies, birds, and other crea-
tures are particular about what they eat or where 
they lay their eggs so plants must be selected with 
care. Dane County’s Plant Dane program offers 
packs of four plants for $2.75 or 16 plants for $44. 
These perennial plants start small and require a 
few seasons to reach full size, but will come up 
year after year. Once established, unlike the grass 
they replace, they will not require watering or 
fertilizers. Purple coneflower, white culvers root, 
golden black eyed susans and orange butterfly 
weed are an easy to grow combination for a sunny 
spot. Those who want big flowers right away 
should plant annuals such zinnias, cosmos, and 
nasturtiums. Four packets of seeds cost about $20 

and should fill the parklet space.  
These beautiful pollinator favorites 
originate in north or central America, 
not on distant continents. Let’s grown 
our own national park! 

Local resources for plants and  
plant information:  
•  Plant Dane (ripple-effects.com)  
will start accepting online orders in 
February for pick up in June.

•  Friends of the Arboretum (foamadison.org) is accepting  
online orders for pick up the week of May 15. 

•  Jung’s (jungseed.com) and Klein’s (kleinsfloral.com) offer 
seeds and plants and are open year-round, while K & A (kandag-
reenhouse.com) offers plants and is seasonal, opening in April. 

Or you can pick up free seeds at the Goodman Library’s  
Seed Library of native plants!  v

http://baycreekmadison.org
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamys-hub-1
https://www.ripple-effects.com/Plant-Dane
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/get-involved/friends/native-plant-sale/
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/collections/dane-county-seed-library
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The Bridge To The Sun : The Secret Role Of The Japanese 
Americans Who Fought In The Pacific In World War II  
By Bruce Henderson

In this riveting history, Bridge To the Sun, Bruce Henderson chronicles the lives 
of six first-generation Japanese Americans who took part in the Pacific campaign 
during World War II. All had spent a portion of their lives in Japan and, when 
the U.S. government realized the need for people who were proficient in various 
Japanese dialects, these six (and many others) stepped forward to serve as 
interpreters and interrogators on the Pacific front. They did so even though 
the government had begun to forcibly remove their families from their homes, 
sending them into internment camps. 
Henderson provides an overview of their early lives before the war began and 
closely follows them as they are trained and later sent into active service over-
seas. The action takes place on numerous islands in the Pacific, including Iwo 
Jima, Leyte, and Okinawa, as well as in the jungles of Burma. Since they looked 
like the enemies the American soldiers were facing, they were at risk of being 
killed by friendly fire. All the while, they also had to deal with the prejudice 
their presence evoked. Nonetheless, they showed incredible bravery, and their 
intelligence work saved countless lives on the American side. 
They did this even though the United States kept it a secret that these Japanese 
Americans were serving in the Pacific. It would be decades before their actions 
were finally acknowledged. Engaging from beginning to end, this history pro-
files true patriots, who served despite the fact that while they were risking their 
lives in the Pacific, their families at home were being stripped of property and 
livelihoods. While the book highlights a shameful piece of American history, it 
also celebrates the bravery of six individuals who, along with others like them, 
rose above the prejudice they faced to become heroes.

BOOK 
REVIEW
By Robert Koehler

Curt Dimmig
owner/designer

608 212-0633

www.time2remodel.com

curt@time2remodel.com

Looks like it’s.....

AFTER 
MORNING 
RAIN
By Robert Koehler

After morning rain
and before the last cloud
drains away,
two months into a drought,
cupped by sidewalks,
this brief gift of puddles.
In anticipation of
a thirsty afternoon sun
and before
careless footsteps splash,
drab as the day,
sparrows drink their fill.
With the ten day
forecast predicting heat
and dry concrete,
before these early risers
breakfast, this
chance of a dawn bath.

— Robert Koehler is a Bay Creek  
neighbor and poet.  
See his work at:  
robertupatdawn.wordpress.com

Your ad  
could be  
here. 
Contact Judy at 
judysotheremail 
@mail.com or  
608-469-1218  
for more info.

Do you live in Bay Creek?  
Want more neighborhood discussion in your life? 

Join the Bay Creek email listserv! Close to 300 people discuss neighborhood issue there.

Sign up through the groups.io website or send a blank email message to  
baycreek+subscribe@groups.io . You’ll be welcomed with instructions  

and confirmation request. (Check SPAM folder if you don’t see it.)  
And/orJoin Facebook  join our group. 

http://baycreekmadison.org
http://robertupatdawn.wordpress.com/
http://robertupatdawn.wordpress.com
http://mail.com
https://groups.io/g/baycreek
mailto:baycreek+subscribe@groups.io
https://www.facebook.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BayCreekNeighborhood/
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2,000 Miles Plus 
By Andy Meessmann 

In February of 2022 (mile 15), 
chilblains turned my toes a deep, 
inflamed purple. As disagreeable 
as they were walking, I felt little 
discomfort cycling my sixteen-mile, 
roundtrip work commute. Coworkers 
gawked at my ski goggles and my 
face gaiter’s frozen snot mustache, 
but winter riding in Madison does  
not allow the luxury of vanity. I rode that winter trail for a 
simple reason – to continue bike commuting and account for 
every mile. The previous year’s commute totaled around 1,600 
miles; surely, I asked myself, I could reach 2,000. 

Motivation came easily. My commute passes south through 
Olin Park, skirts the western edge of Nine Springs, then bisects 
Lake Farm County Park – places recreational cyclists pedal  
on splendid summer afternoons. Turning east, it crosses the 
mile-long Lower Yahara River Trail causeway that terminates 
in McFarland. From there, it briefly becomes less pleasant;  
my commute’s only road riding. 

Spring brings the great migration of birds. On May 9th (mile 
414), I spotted an osprey family assembling a large, stick nest 
atop a cellphone tower. As I watched their routines, I wondered 
if the same pair had built the nest I had seen osprey make the 
previous spring in the same tower. I witnessed a parent catch 
a fish, perch on a nearby telephone pole, and squeak for their 
babies to fledge from their nest for the meal. A shame it was 
to see nature’s greatest raptor make a nest within a cradle of a 
manmade structure, but I applaud their adaptability. 

June 14 (mile 675) the temperature reached 100F on the trail. 
My chilblains were an obscure memory that now seemed 
inconsequential to the saddle soars and ringworm that 
consumed my body. With heavy applications of chamois cream 
and a toxic anti-fungal prescription, the unpleasant side effects 

began to subside towards the 
end of summer. Throughout 
June, I witnessed turtles laying 
eggs, fish spawning, and saw 
mink scamper across the trail. 

Fall speeds by, but migrating 
birds once again fill the sky. 
On October 10 (mile 1,550), 
atop an expansive view at the 
Lussier Family Heritage Center, 
I witnessed an endless stream 

of black birds flying south. They 
came in a continuous wave, swirling through the sky like a 
school of fish through the ocean. How they don’t collide and fall 
to the ground is beyond me, but their fluid dance through the sky 
deserves reverence. 

Friday, December 9th:  mile 2,000 would pass by in a 
quintessential Wisconsin winter ride, cloaked in a whiteout of 
snow. But the ride was peaceful, quiet, and I was alone. The 
hum of my studded tires cutting through the snow that flattened 
the prairie around me to expand the view. Dripping wet with 
snow, sweaty and cold, I arrived to work and returned home 
safely that day like I had every mile…one less car on the road 
and in tune with nature’s elements.  v  

 

 

Want to write for the Bay Creek Bulletin?
Want to write for the Bay Creek Bulletin? It’s easy! All you 
have to do is live in Bay Creek, write something, put your 
name on it, and send it to your editor:  stanleybcb.editor@
gmail.com. Wondering if you have a good idea – you probably 
do! Tell me your idea and we’ll talk. (Almost everything 
submitted gets printed:  work can’t have been published 
elsewhere and sometimes you have to wait an issue for your 
piece to appear.) I subscribe to the “less is more” print-
journalism philosophy. Maximum word target:  500. To bring 
out your best, I edit everything for length, organization, tone, 
style, voice, and content – you ok final edits; I ok publishing. 
So go for it and write for the Bulletin!  v 

Photo by Kenton Fowler

Photo by Andy Meessmann

http://baycreekmadison.org
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Engravings: A Time Capsule
By Rebecca Rettenmund

When someone says “art,” I imagine a museum painting pro-
tected by special lights, lines on the floor so you aren’t tempted 
to touch the brush strokes. Without this special 
treatment, a painting might fade and wither. I 
see how delicate this type of art is. I appreciate 
paintings and know they require a lot of wall 
space to enjoy them. I have filled my walls 
with photos and artwork that have special 
meaning to me – a lot of them handmade by 
loved ones that I wouldn’t replace with art 
from a store. 

There’s quite a lot of wonderful art out there, 
now. Phones have made it so easy to take high 
resolution images and professionally printing 
them doesn’t break the bank. Anyone can make art on the  
internet. You don’t even have to be an artist, just send some clip 
art to a website, and your own print, or t-shirt, will arrive in a 
few days. 

This is why I love to engrave metal. 

I’ve been engraving pet portraits on tags. People send me a 
picture of their pet; I make a line drawing on the computer 
and transfer that drawing onto steel, creating a guide I can 
follow with my engraving tool. To precisely carve into 
the metal surface, I look through a microscope. All my years 

drawing with pen and scratchboard help me carefully craft 
every stroke. Erasing is not an option. Any mark I make is 
permanent.

Pet engravings are functional art. This means you don’t have 
to choose between displaying it or that picture on the wall 

your dear friend painted. The small tags can 
go right on your pet’s collar, or a keyring 
– some people make them into Christmas 
ornaments so they can enjoy their cat’s 
portrait every year. 

And go ahead. Touch that engraving. I’ve 
been told the grooves are deep enough that 
you can’t erase them with a grinder. The 
engravings will last long after your pet is 
gone, even long after your descendants 
find them in an attic generations from now 
wondering whose cat that was. 

A metal specialist told me an engraving would last ten 
thousand years. Imagine that. Ten thousand years from 
now, some archeologist might unearth your tag with a metal 
detector, polish it up with some 400 grit sandpaper, and find 
a picture of your cat preserved as if it were made yesterday. 
No need for fancy lights or a line around it to ward off touchy 
fingers. Engravings endure like a little time capsule waiting 
for people to discover its beauty all over again. 

To see more of my pet tags, go to my website at  
caventire.com v

Drift Away  By Patricia Weiner 

It’s just before dawn and the cool air is waiting to be warmed 
by the sun. I’m deep in a forest in the Driftless Region of 
Wisconsin. I look up through the silhouette of branches 
against the ink-blue sky to where the stars have yet to 
disappear into the coming sunlight. The hush of night makes 
way for the call of birds greeting the day and the rustle of 
leaves on the forest floor as woodland creatures begin to 
forage for food. 

We’ve lived in Wisconsin over seven years and with many 
regions left to discover, I think there will be few others that 
will compel me as much as the Driftless Region. I love the 
contrasts of the landscape, from the rising bluffs to the low-
lying riverbeds; how the visual texture of the evergreens and 
the bluff face are the same, but to the touch are so different; 
and where the road rises and falls, and twists and turns, from 
shade to sun through it all. 

Wisconsin has unfolded itself with every mile we travel 
within its boundaries, offering its diverse beauty and 
abundance with generosity and spirit. And for now, it is the 
Driftless Region to which we return for respite from our 
busy lives. There is no phone reception here, no Internet or 
Wi-Fi; no schedule to keep. After a slow, afternoon walk in 

the woods, we sit under the trees, each with a good book, a glass 
of wine, and a 36-year marriage to keep us company. 

When the night begins to fall, we will light a fire, eat from a tray 
of local cheese and sausage, pull chunks of bread from a crusty 
loaf, and sip red wine. We will tell each other the stories we 
have not yet shared and re-tell the ones we have. We will dream 
about the future and when the embers are just right, we will roast 
marshmallows until they are perfectly golden brown. We will 
bite through the crispy outside to get to the wonderfulness inside. 

When the fire dies, we will retreat to the warmth of our cabin, 
wrap ourselves in down-filled comfort, and drift away into a 
peaceful sleep. v

http://baycreekmadison.org
http://caventire.com
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Neighborhood Notes
St. Mark’s Soup Suppers 
Thursdays 5:30:  February 23, March 23, April 27
Suppers are on the main level – if you feel like it, bring a 
dessert. 
There’ll be soup, bread, and salad, as well as good 
conversation. 
It’s free and all are welcome! 

M U S I C  A N D  M O R E : 
Lakeside Coffee House Wine & Beer Bar
(Bar opens at 6pm) 

Friday  Feb 3 – Honey Pies and Wagoner & Gaines 7pm 
Friday  Feb 10 – TumbleDown Shack 7pm 
Thurs  Feb 16 – Big Music 7pm 
Friday  Feb 17 – Trio Soleil 7pm 
Sat  Feb l8 – Irish Session 7pm 
Friday  Feb 24 – Richard Weigel 6:30pm 
Sun Feb 25 – Memory Cloth Reception 3 – 4pm 

Friday  Mar 3 – Classical Guitar 7pm 
Friday  Mar 10 – Honey Pies 7pm 
Thurs  Mar l6 – Big Music 7pm 
Friday Mar 17 – Trio Soleil 7pm 
Sat  Mar 18 – Les CordesJazzTrio 7pm 
Friday Mar 24 – Mike McDougal 6:30pm 
Sat Mar 25  – lrish Session 
Friday Mar 31 –  TumbleDown Shack 7pm 

Friday April 7 – Tom Wall Trio 7pm 
Sat April 8 – lrish Session 7pm 
Friday April l4 – Richard Weigel 6:30pm 
Sat April 15 – Vox String Quartet 7pm 
Thurs April 20 – Big Music 7pm

Open House for neighborhood 
The Emerson 1121 S Park St 
Thursday February 16, 4-6 pm.  
Free light food and drink provided.  
Show neighborhood support to potential new commercial 
tenants. 

C I T Y :  
Winter street parking:  Alternate side parking rules in effect 
every night November 15 to March 15. Check out winter 
parking rules and more at www.cityofmadison.com/Winter 

Crossword Answer

Word Search Solution

Make Words Answers  
6 Letters:  cocoon;  5: clown, colon; 4:  coco, cool, cowl, loco, 
loll, loon, noll, noon, wool;  3: con, coo, cow, loo, low, now, owl, 
own, won, woo, wow;  2:  lo, no, on. 

E D I TO R ’ S  N O T E
December and January BCNA meeting summaries 
will be printed when available.

http://baycreekmadison.org
http://www.cityofmadison.com/Winter


Bay Creek Government 
Representatives
Police Dept Liaison 

Neighborhood Officer, Jessica Wolf #5444  
Office: (608)720-9049 
Email: jwolf@cityofmadison.com

City Council – Tag Evers 
2329 Keyes Ave, Madison  
(608) 424-2580  
district13@cityofmadison.com

County Board – Chuck Erickson  
(608) 212-8753  
erickson.chuck@countyofdane.com

State Representative – Shelia Stubbs 
266-3784 
Rep.Stubbs@legis.wisconsin.gov

State Senator – Kelda Roys 
266-1627 
Sen.Roys@legis.wisconsin.gov

U.S. Representative – Marc Pocan 
258-9800 • www.pocan.house.gov

U.S. Senators 

Tammy Baldwin 
264-5338 • www.baldwin.senate.gov

 Ron Johnson 
(414) 276-7282  
www.ronjohnson.senate.gov

Newsletter Managing Editor – Stanley Rubio Jackson  
608 258-9794 • 810 Emerson St.   
StanleyBCB.Editor@gmail.com

Newsletter Distribution – Kirk Elliott  
255-5646 • 225 Van Deusen St  
kirk_elliott@hotmail.com

OFFICERS 

BCNA Contact Person – Carrie Rothburd  
(608) 467-7170 • baycreek.contact@gmail.com

Recording Secretary – Fred Turkington  
(440) 984-1784 • 106 E. Lakeside St. 
 fet4@case.edu 

Treasurer/Advertising– Judy Robinson  
(608) 469-1218 • judysotheremail@mail.com 

COMMITTEES 
Planning/Economic Development – Lisie Kitchel 

225 Potter St. • 608-220-5180 

Welcome – Doug Noot  
663-8323 • baycreekwelcome@gmail.com

Web – Jim Winkle  
259-1812 • jimwink-madison@yahoo.com 

Transportation – Allen Arntsen 608-692-4293 
allenarntsen@gmail.com

Bay Creek Neighborhood Association
The Bay Creek Bulletin is published every other month by the Bay Creek Neighborhood Association 
(BCNA). The Bulletin works to improve the neighborhood by building community with original cultural 
and social contributions from its residents. We welcome your submissions:  articles, personal essays, 
neighborhood interviews, drawings, photos, poetry, announcements, book and restaurant reviews. 
Volunteers deliver the next Bulletin the first week of April. Submission deadline is Monday, March 20.

NEIGHBORHOOD
REPRESENTATIVES
Area 1 – Abby Davidson 

Wingra Dr., west of Park Street 
1025 High St • abby.s.davidson@gmail.com

Area 2 – Jody Clowes 
Northwestern RR tracks, east to Olin-Turville Park 
jclowes72@gmail.com • 608-213-3455

Area 3 – Janelle Munns 
Lakeside St to Monona Bay & west to Park St 
janellemunns@gmail.com • 608-320-7085

Area 4 – Jim Winkle 
Central area between Lakeside St & Olin Ave  
259-1812 • jimwink-madison@yahoo.com

Area 5 – Jenny Hayes 
Tree Streets 
608-630-9102 • letsdisco79@yahoo.com 

Area 6 – John Beeman 
Romnes Apartments 
520-7173 • jbeeman53715@gmail.com

SMPC Representative – Cindy McCallum 
dotckk@gmail.com

Senior Notes
NewBridge Madison provides services for older adults, 
60+. For up-to-date services, classes, and activities 
information, check newbridgemadison.org, and Facebook: 
@NewBridgeMadison, call (608) 512-0000; or email info@
newbridgemadison.org.  Participants must follow all Madison 
Dane Public Health guidelines. 
NewBridge: matches older adults to volunteers who do 
safety-check calls and/or friendly social calls; provides Case 
Managers to connect older adults to resources; delivers food 
pantry groceries to older adults’ door on an ongoing basis; 

does home chores – only case management clients may 
receive home chore assistance; gives Zoom and In-Person 
Classes & Activities; runs Zoom Diversity & Inclusion 
Activities, for Dane County Black and Latinx older adults; 
feeds older adults.  

NewBridge congregate free meals sites: Make meal 
and transportation reservations one week prior by 
Thursday10:00 am with Candice at (608) 512-0000 Ext. 4006. 
(NewBridge accepts donations for meals mailed to 1625 
Northport Dr. Madison, 53704.) 

South Madison: Madison Senior Center, 330 W. Mifflin St. 
Monday-Friday, 11:30 am. 

East Madison/Monona: Messiah Lutheran Church, 5202 
Cottage Grove Rd. Tuesday and Thursday 11:30-12:30 pm; 
Hy-Vee East, 3801 E. Washington Ave. Wednesday, 10:00 
am-1:00 pm and Fridays, 10:00 am-1:00 pm

West Madison: Hy-Vee West, 675 S. Whitney Way Wednesday, 
10:00 am-1:00 pm; Meadowridge Commons, 5734 Raymond 
Rd. Tuesday, Thursday, Noon; Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 5701 Raymond Rd. Friday, Noon. 

North Madison: Warner Park Community Recreation 
Center,1625 Northport Dr. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, 11:30 am; Goodman Community Center, 149 
Waubesa St. Monday-Friday, 11:45 am. v  
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Word finder:  Astronomy   (Solution on page 9)

Puzzle by Stanley Rubio Jackson
Long nights and clear skies 
make winter a good time for 
stargazing. 

Find words forwards, 
backwards, and diagonally. 

ASTEROID, 
COMET, 
ECLIPSE, 
GALAXY, 
HORIZON, 
LIGHTYEAR, 
LUNAR, 
MARS, 
METEOR, 
MOON, 
ORBIT, 
PLANET, 
SKY, 
SPACE, 
STAR, 
SUN, 
TELESCOPE, 
UNIVERSE, 
VENUS, 
ZENITH
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Phone (608) 255 0046
Web www.allegramadison.com

2 E. Mifflin Street    Madison, WI 53703 

Bay Creek! 
Meet Your Neighbors 
& Build Community 
Every Friday, Noon-1:00pm 
Free Hot Meals at St. Mark’s 

Meals are Open to Everyone 
Inside Dining & Carry-Out Available 

Southwest Entrance by St. Mark's Playground 
Handicap Entrance/Elevator on Spruce Street 

 

St. Mark’s Food Pantry Hours 
Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

Thursdays from 5:15 to 7:30 PM 
Main Entrance on Spruce Street  

Take elevator to lower level 
 

Worship at St. Mark’s  
Sundays at 10:00 am 

 

 L  W
 O  N

 C
By Stanley Rubio Jackson

Rules:  Make as many  
words as you can with  
these letters. 

Two to six letters per word. 

There are at least 26 words; 
10 use the letter C. 

Use the same letter no more 
than three times in a word.

Make Words   (Answers on Page 9)

http://baycreekmadison.org


Enjoying the Bay 
Creek Bulletin?
Please join the Bay Creek 
Neighborhood Association!  
Voluntary annual dues: 
only $10 per household. 
May be paid online at the 
Neighborhood’s website 
https://baycreekmadison.org/ 
– click on the Contacts page 
link, then look for Treasurer to 
find the PayPal link.  Or checks 
may be mailed to Sara Richards 
710 Spruce St. 53715. (Please 
make checks payable to BCNA 
not to Sara Richards).  
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Love is in the Air Crosswords   (Solution on page 9)
By Jennifer Vernon

    

1337 Gilson St. 
608.255.4802 

6:00am-2:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment 

 

 
          We’re in your neighborhood! 
     Since 1985-in the green building with  

trucks that d        trucks that deliver to lots of restaurants 
     and other food places in the area. 

 

Check out our web site: 
www.regoldenproduce.com. 

Want to peek inside?  
Call Brandi at 255.4802 

   
  

  
  
  

  

  

 
Providing social, play-based,  
part-time, mixed-age preschool  
to local families for over 50 years! 

Co-op  
Preschool  
Openings  
Available!  

6033 Odana Road  |  (608) 238 3955 
kmbeck@uhpparentcooperative.org
uhpparentcooperative.org

Space is limited: schedule a  
tour or drop in to one of our  
free playgroups to learn more! 

https://baycreekmadison.org/
http://baycreekmadison.org

