
B AY  C R E E K  B I L L B OA R D
Bay Creek Neighborhood Association (BCNA) Meetings – 

Second Thursdays of the Month: June 11, July 9, August 13 6:30 
pm. baycreekmadison.org has agenda and Zoom link

Guided Nature Walks: Friends of Olin Turville (FOOT) – Second 
Sundays of the Month:  June 14, July 12, August 9 1:30 pm. 
Meet at the Turville Parking lot off of John Nolen Dr. 

Food Pantry: Tuesdays 10:00–12:00 pm; Thursdays 5:15–7:30 pm 
Free Meal:  Fridays 12:00–1:00 pm  
 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 605 Spruce St.  
 Volunteer Contact: Elaine, 608-256-8463;  
 StMarks@StMarksMadison.org 
Monona Bay Shoreline Clean-up – Friends of Monona 

Bay. Second Saturdays of the Month: 10:00 am–12:00 pm. 
Information Contact: Nina: ninaj@wisc.edu, (608) 698-9708.

Bay Creek Bulletin
baycreekmadison.org
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By Jan O’Neill (DMNA),  
Janet Stockhausen (Greenbush),  
Jessie Laz-Hirsch (Baycreek)

Madison hosts many wonderful 
music and arts festivals, but only 
ONE exclusively focuses on 
children and their families. Every 
September in Brittingham Park, 
seven near-westside neighborhood 
associations sponsor the Madison 
Good Neighbor Gathering (GNG) to 
honor national Good Neighbor Day.  
GNG neighborhood associations 
work together to build community 
connections across demographic and geographic boundaries, 
putting children and families first. Open to the public, the 
festival uniquely makes community building its goal.

Originally created in Montana in the early 1970s with the 
motto “good neighbors make great neighborhoods,” in 1978, 
President Jimmy Carter made Good Neighbor Day a national 
holiday, stating, “Understanding, love and respect build 
cohesive families and communities.” Madison’s GNG brings 
all of us together for an afternoon of fun and friendship to 
strengthen this community spirit. 

Held Sunday afternoon, the GNG is an alcohol-free festival, 
featuring food, arts, crafts, and entertainment specifically 
for children and their families’ enjoyment and education. 
From bounce slides, bubbles, balloons, and bike parades, 
to environmental education, craft vendors, food carts, art 
activities, music, dance, and more, children of all ages (from 
6 to 60+!) enjoy this special day where they are free to run 

and play, connect with friends, 
make new ones, and learn more 
about our community. The festival 
also features educational tabling 
from environmental groups, 
local healthcare and public 
health organizations, area non-
profits and schools, voting rights 
groups, and many youth-oriented 
organizations. Thanks to DMNA’s 
leadership, individual donors, and 
area businesses’ sponsorship, this 
year’s GNG will contribute 20% 
of all proceeds raised, including 
from a raffle and a silent auction, 

to District 13 neighborhoods with fewer resources (Bayview, 
Triangle, Baycreek).  

The Madison Good Neighbor Gathering, held on Sunday, 
September 11, from noon to 5 pm 2022, is needed now more 
than ever, as we all work to create a stronger, safer, healthier, 
and more loving community. Please contact district13cares@
gmail.com if you would like to get involved! v 

Is Madison solving its 
housing shortage?
By Lisie Kitchel

Madison is growing, but does its growth justify proposed 
“upzoning” that, in the name of increased density, would 
permit by-right “scrape-and-replace” development one 
quarter mile into Bay Creek from the proposed South 
Park St. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line?  The City’s 
Transit Overlay District envisions changing zoning in 
these BRT corridors whether or not South Madison ever 
sees the (financially undetermined) BRT line. What is 
certain is that the proposed upzoning would exacerbate 
gentrification already proceeding unchecked. We need to 
ask more questions. 

How fast is Madison growing?  Madison’s often-cited 
2016 Comprehensive Plan estimates 70,000 more people 
moving here by 2040, needing an additional 40,000 
homes. City planning documents report Madison’s popu-
lation growing 17.8%  since     (Continued on page 2)
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H O U S I N G  S H O R TA G E   From page 1

2010, while the number of housing units has grown by 
18.1%2.  Almost half of the anticipated need for more hous-
ing units has already been met, with 17,982 housing units 
added since 2016.1  

The City’s October 2021 redistricting information indicates 
a 4.2% vacancy rate (126,115 housing units, 5,332 vacant).1 
MG&E’s 2021 Madison data indicates a 5.12% vacancy 
rate.2  By these estimates, we are close to what the City calls 
a “healthy” 5% vacancy rate.3 The City’s 2019 Fair Hous-
ing report notes, “Madison has a relatively large amount of 
affordable housing for moderate-income populations (or an 
“oversupply” of housing affordable to households earning 
between 30% and 80% of the HUD Area Median Family 
Income).”4  The report also indicates a large shortage of 
affordable housing options for Madison’s lowest-income 
households. So why do we continue to see a push for more 
density that ends up being high end when affordable hous-
ing is needed? 

Will density lower rents? While there are environmental 
arguments for condensing our city, increasing density does 
not address the low-income housing shortage. There is no 
guarantee that those who can afford the new higher-end 
housing would vacate their lower-priced units. The City’s 
Fair Housing report documents that higher income house-
holds continue to “rent down within the market”4  Further-

more, UW Department of Planning assistant professor 
Revel Sims’s research has shown that luxury infill often 
pushes up the rental rate of adjacent housing in Madison. 
According to Olivia R. Williams in Tone Magazine, pre-
dicted supply and demand patterns do not hold, and it takes 
up to 40 years for rents to come down.5 Sadly, too, the af-
fordable housing being built in Madison lags far behind the 
demand and using government subsidies guarantees their 
affordability for only 15 to 30 years. Increased density does 
not necessarily equate to increased availability of housing 
for low-income households and may increase inequity.

_________________________

1 2020 City of Madison Census Data Tables by Proposed 
Wards (www.cityofmadison.com)
2 MGE Customer Service for Multifamily Rental Vacancy 
Rates (www.mge.com)  
3 Planning & Community & Economic Development Hous-
ing Snapshot Report (www.cityofmadison.com)
4 City of Madison Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing 
Choice (2019) (www.cityofmadison.com)
5 Tone Magazine (April 26, 2021) Madison’s Zoning Debate 
(www.tonemadison.com)  v

By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

Thanks to our renewable natural gas (RNG) facility at the 
landfill, we’re able to convert landfill biogas, which contains 
harmful greenhouse gases, into nearly pure methane gas. 
This methane gas can then be injected into the interstate 
transmission pipeline that runs underneath the landfill so 
it can be bought and used as renewable vehicle fuel. Our 
RNG facility is projected to displace 3,250,000 gallons of 
gasoline in 2022, reducing emissions equivalent to traveling 
72,000,000 miles less on the road.

This technology has allowed our Highway Department to 
systematically replace inefficient diesel snowplows with 
plows that operate on RNG from the landfill. Dane County 
currently own 100 RNG and RNG/gas hybrid vehicles. We 
saved $139,288 in 2021 by using compressed natural gas 
(CNG) and RNG instead of diesel in our vehicles. If diesel 
prices remain in the $4.50 range, we’ll save more than 
$350,000 this year.

Dane County’s RNG facility also has an offload station, 
which provides area digesters with the ability to get their 

gas into the RNG market. These digesters capture methane 
and phosphorus from manure, which reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions and harmful runoff to lakes and streams. The 
digester’s biogas is then hauled to our offload station and 
injected into the pipeline, powering RNG vehicles locally 
and across the United States.

This first-in-the-nation station has allowed local digesters to 
continue to operate and expand, resulting in better manure 
management, local jobs, clean fuel production, and cleaner 
lakes. Total digester gas delivered is projected to displace 
2,000,000 gallons of gasoline this year – enough fuel for a 
passenger vehicle to drive around the equator 2,500 times.

Dane County’s RNG facility and offload station are turning 
trash and cow manure into renewable fuel, while preserving 
our local environment and natural resources. Our 100-vehicle 
RNG fleet is also saving taxpayer dollars and reducing 
carbon emissions during a time when gas and diesel prices 
have soared. By investing in clean fuel infrastructure, Dane 
County is leading the way on what is possible to help combat 
climate change and be part of the solution. v

Turning Trash and Cow Manure into Cost Effective  
Renewable Fuel to Combat Climate Change
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Ash Tree Update   By Judy Robinson

The remaining three ash trees on West and South Shore Dr. that 
Bay Creek adopted will be treated for Emerald Ash Borer the 
last week of June by Capital City Tree Experts (CCTE), the 
City’s tree service provider. The City has approved treatment. 
Of the original five trees, only three were treated in 2019:  we 
lost one to weather in 2018; another the City considered too 
damaged to treat. CCTE explained that the May/June window 
works best since treatment uptake is quicker then. 

CCTE’s February proposal allowed us to prepay to save 
5%:  Bay Creek residents’ generosity during our last fundraising 
effort meant we had the money available. Total cost of this round 
of treatment will be $452.25. Before we prepaid, CCTE inspected 
the trees to ensure that they were still viable and should be 
treated. We still have $551.09 in our tree fund so we should have 
enough available for the next round of treatment in 2025. 

Thank you to everyone who donated; it is very gratifying to live 
in a neighborhood with so many people who care about preserv-
ing our beautiful trees.  v

Fred Turkington Recording Secretary
(other meetings will be printed when available)

Committee reports. Planning and Economic Development:  
McGrath updated his proposed Olin Ave. development, add-
ing more design details in an aldermanic district 14 presenta-
tion. Newsletter: Bulletin publishing very full issues, looking 
for local business advertisements! Discussion of July 4 
potluck (delayed deciding whether to have potluck). 

Alder Evers’s Update:  ongoing city efforts to pedestrianize 
Vilas Park Drive; apply for a Dark Sky City designation; 
body-worn camera pilot for Madison police – recommen-
dation for a more rigorous study of camera’s effectiveness. 
Tag discussed the proposed, suboptimal addition of a user 
fee for recycling:  the state legislature has limited the cit-
ies’ ability to raise funds generally, and specifically has also 
cut Madison’s state funding in recent years; without more 
buildings, the city can’t increase tax revenue. Truman Olson 
construction continues:  the city is negotiating with a grocery 
store. Tag hopes the grocery will be able to go public with the 
news in a month or two. 

BCNA operating procedures and our use of Robert’s Rules 
of Order discussed. BCNA membership only requires living 
in the neighborhood and attending a meeting; each attendee’s 
vote is equal. Only when a majority of the BCNA Council, 
currently 8 out of 14 members, are present (called a “quorum”) 
can official votes happen. BNCA bylaws require a summary of 
meetings be posted in the newsletter (Bulletin); Robert’s Rules 
of Order draws distinction between meeting minutes (decisions 
only) and our meeting summary. A neighbor apologized for not 

sharing documents that supported a voting agenda topic more 
than two days in advance at the March special meeting. Our 
bylaws do not require sharing supporting documents, but the 
idea is helpful and had been suggested as a change in 2018. 

This topic engendered an extensive discussion about provid-
ing documents such as letters in advance. In summary - neigh-
bors agreed that documents should be posted in advance. 
There was some disagreement on making edits during the 
meeting and what constituted a “minor edit”. We debated 
whether those joining meetings should be required to follow 
the Guidelines for Civil Discourse at Bay Creek meetings. 
Today, we ask participants to read these Guidelines, but do 
not make following them a condition of attendance or listserv 
membership. 

Transportation. Recap of a city meeting on Bay Creek 
bikeways:  The city is resuming some of the South and West 
Shore drives Shared Streets program. The city has improved 
their data collection ability and is considering different ideas 
for making these streets better for multiple users, including 
reducing the speed limit from 25 to 20 mph, restricting turns, 
adding traffic islands or bump-outs at Erin St, preventing 
traffic from driving South Shore to West Shore to reduce car 
traffic cutting through this area. v 

April BCNA Membership Meeting Summary

The summer heat can lead to an excess demand on our energy supply. When 
we use less energy, there’s less need to generate electricity. By managing our 
energy use, we can help control energy costs and reduce carbon emissions as 
we work together to achieve net-zero carbon electricity by 2050.

Ten Steps to Save Energy
1 Use a qualified contractor to professionally maintain your central air at least 

every two years. And, be sure to clean leaves and grass clippings off your 
outdoor unit.

2  Run major appliances before 10 a.m. and after 9 p.m. or on weekends. This 
helps lower the demand for power during peak times.

3  Set your thermostat as high as is comfortable, preferably 78°F or higher 
when you are home and up to 85°F when you are away. If you don’t already 
have one, consider upgrading to a smart thermostat—Wi-Fi connected 
thermostats can adjust temperatures automatically based on your routine, 
saving energy almost effortlessly!

4  Swap your lightbulbs with LEDs, which use up to 75% less energy than 
standard incandescent bulbs and last 15 to 25 times longer.

5  Unplug your phone chargers, printers, computers and other electronic 
equipment when you are not using them. These devices can account for 5 
to 10% of your total energy use.

6  Be sure to turn off fans when no one is in the room—fans cool people, not 
rooms.

7  Seal around your window air conditioner so cool air cannot escape. If you 
need to purchase a new unit, consider a Wi-Fi window air conditioner—you 
can control them remotely with smartphone apps, which allow you to 
adjust the temperature while you’re away.

8  Keep your water heater temperature set at 120ºF, and if you go on vacation, 
remember to switch it to vacation mode.

9  Run full loads in your washer and dryer to cut down on excess energy us-
age.

10 Keep your water heater temperature set at 120ºF, and if you go on vacation, 
remember to switch it to vacation mode.

MGE is available to provide tips and answer your questions about saving energy. 
Contact MGE’s energy experts by email at AskExperts@mge.com or by calling 
(608) 252-7117 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

MG&E SUMMER ENERGY-SAVING TIPS



Meet Bay Creek Artist 
Angela Johnson!
By Stanley Rubio Jackson

Neighborhood artist and certified creativity coach Angela 
Johnson has created a new book – the Zinn Preserve Color-
ing Book – with UW-Madison art student Miyu Matsuoka. 
Together they have crafted a different kind of coloring book 
with bigger “negative” spaces. The beautiful book caught 
my eye at the Lakeside Café where it is for sale: Angela says 
she wants people to color the page without feeling intimi-
dated; its clean lines and large blank spaces invite you to fill 
in and draw beyond the lines. 

The book captures the natural world found in Harford, Wis-
consin’s Zinn Preserve, home to assorted plant and animal 
life, including wet forests of tamarack, black ash, and sugar 
maple trees, rare species, like yellow lady’s slipper, slender 
bog arrow grass, and Beck Lake’s migratory waterfowl, 
some of which appear in the book. Angela’s photo illustra-
tions provide remarkable work that will engage both adults 
and children – check out the Bulletin’s back page and color 
a sample she’s given the Bulletin! 

Angela’s background includes a UW Master of Fine Arts in 
photography and before producing the book, Angela along 
with her artist husband Justin Bitner served as “ARTservan-
cy” residents in a program that connects artists with nature 
conservancies with the goal of creating artwork inspired by 
the land.  This work culminated in a series of exhibitions 
in Port Washington, Wisconsin at Gallery 224. Angela’s 
inspiration came while she was “looking for a challenge 
and adventure that would turn my nature-based photos into 
something new and give creative opportunities to others.” 
As a creativity coach, Angela is passionate about helping 
people unleash their imagination. “There’s an artist in every-
one; you may just not have discovered yours yet.” 

Angela taught art at elementary schools in Houston, Texas 
and worked in various places around the state, but she was 
born and raised in Madison and was excited to move into 
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1337 Gilson St. 
608.255.4802 

6:00am-2:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment 

 

 
          We’re in your neighborhood! 
     Since 1985-in the green building with  

trucks that d        trucks that deliver to lots of restaurants 
     and other food places in the area. 

 

Check out our web site: 
www.regoldenproduce.com. 

Want to peek inside?  
Call Brandi at 255.4802 

   
  

  
  
  

  

  

 

her 138 old house in Bay Creek. Angela and Justin moved 
into their Rowell Street home Christmas week of 2019 just 
10 weeks before the pandemic hit. They have weathered 
covid along their two cats and fish (they have a 72 gallon fish 
tank!) by setting up their studio spaces and pursuing various 
art projects.  

One such project is making “Legacy Boxes” – carefully 
crafted cases that display memorabilia for a special fam-
ily member or event. Angela creates each box individually, 
integrating material the patron commissioning her work 
provides. The boxes can stand by themselves or be opened 
to reveal personal, historical material – for example, photo-
graphs, or in one case, a cartridge shell from the twenty-one-
gun salute at a loved one’s funeral.  https://angelajohnson-
artist.com/legacy-boxes.

During the pandemic, Angela has also taken time to develop 
art classes she will teach this summer and fall. In addition 
to teaching people how to make the Legacy Boxes on their 
own, she is offering virtual and in-person courses in photog-
raphy, cyanotypes (a camera-less photography process), and 
creative journaling. Find out more information about these 
classes, her new Zinn Preserve Coloring Book, and Angela’s 
art on her website:  https://angelajohnsonartist.com/   v

Angela’s art projects include creating Legacy Boxes of memorabilia 
for a family or to mark a special event.

Providing social, play-based,  
part-time, mixed-age preschool  
to local families for over 50 years! 

Co-op  
Preschool  
Openings  
Available!  

6033 Odana Road  |  (608) 238 3955 
kmbeck@uhpparentcooperative.org
uhpparentcooperative.org

Space is limited: schedule a  
tour or drop in to one of our  
free playgroups to learn more! 
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By Becky Wennlund and Stanley Rubio Jackson

Open Doors for Refugees invites the public to celebrate 
the Madison refugee families we support:  please come to 
our Annual Olin Park Pavilion Community Picnic Sunday, 
June 26 from 12 pm to 4 pm. The potluck will begin at 1 
p.m. - COVID precautions in place with masked servers.  
Please bring a dish to share with a card listing ingredients, 
and get excited to try different foods from many parts of the 
world. There is no alcohol, but plenty of beverages will be 
available. 

There will be amazing entertainment and music:
• Capoeira fun for all with Raizes do Brasil
• Doug the Jug juggling
• Music by Yid Vicious and Angela Puerta

Kid’s activities throughout the afternoon include art projects, 
dance, games, birding, hooping and juggling, sports, and much 
more. Thank you to our community groups who are helping 
to make sure the kids have a great time, including Madison 
Circus Space, Madison Reading Project, Feminist Bird Club, 
volunteers from Madison Country Day School, Madison Chil-
dren’s Museum, and more!

Like and share our event on Facebook and mark your  
calendars! 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Open Doors for Refugees https://opendoorsforrefugees.org is 
a Madison based all-volunteer organization funded entirely 
by individual and organization donations. Founded in 2016 
in response to the Syrian refugee crisis, our mission is to 
help refugees make a home in the Madison area. We support 
refugees in many ways, most notably by collecting donations 
of furniture and household items to furnish and stock apart-
ments for arriving refugees, but also by providing transla-
tion, transportation, ESL tutors, employment services, and in 
general raising consciousness about refugees at events like 
the annual picnic.  We invite you to learn more at the picnic 
and become involved!  v

Buying or Selling........  the point is Noot!

DOUG NOOT ABR, GRI

BROKER / ASSOCIATE/ UW ALUMNI

608-663-8323
dnoothomes@gmail.com

Bay Creek Resident
& Realtor since 2001

KELLERWILLIAMS

Phone (608) 255 0046
Web www.allegramadison.com

2 E. Mifflin Street    Madison, WI 53703 

Open Doors for Refugees Annual Olin Park Pavilion Picnic



A L D E R  R E P O R T 
By Tag Evers

With the nice weather upon us, here 
are some updates to keep in mind.

Bikeways and South Shore Drive 
Improvements
A virtual Public Information Meet-
ing on proposed bikeways and traffic 
safety improvements to South Shore 
Drive will be held on Tuesday, June 28, at 6pm. The Zoom 
link will be shared via the Bay Creek listserv and posted on 
my blog as we get closer to the date.

Metro Transit Network Redesign
After almost 60 public meetings, the Common Council ap-
proved the Metro Transit Network Redesign. The plan had 
been amended and passed by the Transportation Policy and 
Planning Board and was passed by Council on June 7 with 
no further changes.  

Of particular interest to Bay Creek, the plan was amended to 
maintain critical service for Romnes residents on Olin Ave, 
as well as service to the Bram’s Addition and Capitol View 
neighborhoods in District 14. This amendment will also allow 
transit access to Vilas Park and Henry Vilas Zoo, access that 
was called for in the Vilas Park Master Plan approved last year.

The work of Metro staff over the past 18 months has been 
geared to improving Metro’s service by making it more 
equitable, more efficient, and more effective at getting people 
where they want to go. The redesign addressed complaints that 
Metro’s current service includes travel times and time spent 
waiting for a bus that are too long. Moreover, equity concerns 
have been raised repeatedly over the years related to the fact 
people of color in Madison transfer 2.5 times more than oth-
ers, with trips twice as likely to take more than 45 minutes.

The next step is a federal Title VI equity analysis, whereupon 
further adjustments may be made. The network redesign is 

scheduled to go in effect in June 2023. Finally, it is worth 
noting that changes to Metro routes do not involve fixed, 
immutable infrastructure, and are therefore amenable to ad-
ditional adjustments and tweaks as needed. 

Food Scraps Recycling
Food scraps recycling for 2022 returns this summer in a site 
close to Bay Creek residents.  Keep your food scraps out of the 
garbage and instead take them to the South Madison Farmer’s 
Market at 1602 S. Park Street during the hours of 2:00pm to 
6:00pm, Tuesdays only, from June 14 to September 27.

You may also consider composting at home in your own 
backyard. It’s simple and easy to do. Trust me, I’ve been 
doing it for years. To learn more, go to: https://www.cityof-
madison.com/streets/compost/

Vilas Park Drive
The Vilas Park Master Plan, completed and approved last 
year, calls for Vilas Park Drive to be closed to through traffic. 
While the complete reconstruction of Vilas Park Drive will 
not take place for a few years, an interim step for closing 
off the Drive has been approved and will be implemented 
in mid-June. Access to the park shelter will still be permit-
ted, with two-way traffic extended from the east end only. In 
other words, you will no longer be able to enter Vilas Park 
Drive by crossing over the historic bridge.v  
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FOOT Notes  By Andria Blattner

It’s been a weird spring weatherwise, but that seems to be 
normal now. The spring ephemerals have come and gone as 
the trees leaf out. And guess what, the mosquitos are back 
and the invasive species are up and leafing out. 

Invasive species control is a major concern for conserva-
tion parks manager Paul Quinlan. He will oversee spraying 
a very large area along both the Olin and Turville Point 
borderline, on the prairie’s south and east, and the railroad 
tracks through the south woods. And the Goats will be back 
at Turville to help, rotating among 3 new areas. 

A new group coordinating with Paul Quinlan seeks vol-
unteers to hand pull some weeds, targeting Burdock and 
Dame’s Rocket so far. So, if you feel like a little outside 
exercise in beautiful surroundings, join us Mondays, 5:30 to 
7:00. (The racoon in the bird house might return!) 

The Bird and Nature Walks happen 1:30 to 3:00, second 
Sunday of the month. Meet in the Turville Point entrance 
parking lot across from Olin Ave for Guided walks. 

 July  10:  Dane Gallagher leads ‘Birding Turville Point’
 August 14:  Kathlean Wolf leads ‘Mushrooms &   

  Mycelium’  v 

Bay Creek Neighborhood 
Association July 4th Picnic 
By Judy Robinson

The May BCNA meeting decided that ongoing COVID 
concerns meant we would postpone deciding on whether to 
have a July 4th picnic, allowing those of us who wouldn’t 
feel safe at our usual potluck type of picnic to still gather, 
but bring our own separate meals.  We will have additional 
discussion on the listserv as the date gets closer and, if 
there is sufficient notice, we’ll also post it on the Bay Creek 
calendar. Please contact Judy Robinson with any questions at 
judysotheremail@mail.com or 608-469-1218  v

With the nice weather upon us, here are some updates to keep in mind.

Bikeways and South Shore Drive Improvements
A virtual Public Information Meeting on proposed bikeways and traffic safety improvements to South 
Shore Drive will be held on Tuesday, June 28, at 6pm. The Zoom link will be shared via the Bay Creek 
listserv and posted on my blog as we get closer to the date.

Metro Transit Network Redesign
The work of Metro Transit staff over the past year has been geared to improving Metro’s service by 
making it more equitable, more efficient, and more effective at getting people where they want to go. The 
redesign addressed complaints that Metro’s current service includes travel times and time spent waiting 
for a bus that are too long. Moreover, equity concerns were raised repeatedly over the years related to the 
fact people of color in Madison transfer 2.5 times more than others, with trips twice as likely to take more 
than 45 minutes.

Amendments to the Draft Plan are scheduled to be voted on by Common Council on June 7. It appears 
likely that service on Olin Avenue will be retained and that access to Vilas Park and the Henry Vilas Zoo 
will be added. (Adding transit service to the Zoo was recommended in the recent Vilas Park Master Plan.) 
The network redesign is scheduled to go in effect in June 2023.

Food Scraps Recycling
Food scraps recycling for 2022 returns this summer in a site close to Bay Creek residents.  Keep your 
food scraps out of the garbage and instead take them to the South Madison Farmer’s Market at 1602 S. 
Park Street during the hours of 2:00pm to 6:00pm, Tuesdays only, from June 14 to September 27.

You may also consider composting at home in your own backyard. It’s simple and easy to do. Trust me, 
I’ve been doing it for years. To learn more, go to: https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/

Vilas Park Drive
The Vilas Park Master Plan, completed and approved last year, calls for Vilas Park Drive to be closed to 
through traffic. While the complete reconstruction of Vilas Park Drive will not take place for a few years, 
an interim step for closing off the Drive has been approved and will be implemented in mid-June. Access 
to the park shelter will still be permitted, with two-way traffic extended from the east end only. In other 
words, you will no longer be able to enter Vilas Park Drive by crossing over the historic bridge. 

Glen Golf Park 
The Glenway Golf Course reconstruction made possible by the generous gift of Michael and Jocelyn 
Keiser includes a complete re-branding as the Glen Golf Park. A tentative date of July 1st has been set 
for the grand reopening. Leagues are not expected to return until 2023. Please refrain from walking in 
the Golf Park until it is reopened as work continues. (Please also be reminded that this is not a dog park; 
walking there with your unleashed dog may result in a fine.) v
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What You Are Going Through / Sigrid Nunez

What You Are Going Through, published in 2020, is a meandering ac-
count of an unnamed narrator helping to negotiate the final months of a 
close friend who is coping with a terminal cancer diagnosis and debating 
when to take her own life. As the narrator learns in the weeks that fol-
low, dying is like “toe-dancing in clogs.” Her account highlights the im-
portance of empathy, the cost of friendship, and the entwined moments 
of happy recollections and the daily indignities that disease brings. 

While the topic may seem a grim one, I never found it so in this book. 
Instead, it shows how we continue to appreciate the gifts life brings 
us, even with diminished returns. Woven into the plot are the narra-
tor’s interaction with the life stories of people she encounters daily, be 
it an ex-husband giving a lecture about the fact that climate change has 
doomed the generations who will follow us, or her absorbing accounts 
of a neighbor’s coping with failing mental capabilities. It is a story that 
highlights the importance of engagement with “ships that pass us in the 
night,” no matter how brief the encounters. 

Throughout the novel, the narrator grudgingly gives up personal details 
of her own life. By the end of the story, the bits and pieces she provides 
fuse into a picture of someone whom the reader understands and sympa-
thizes with. In reading Nunez’s book, I was reminded of Rachel Cusk’s 
“Outline Trilogy,” which explores a similar form of storytelling. That 
trilogy wowed me, and this book proved just as compelling a read. While 
one might expect What You Are Going Through to be a depressing under-
taking, it proves in fact to be a discourse on the insistence of life, even 
when the odds are heavily weighed against it. 

BOOK 
REVIEW
By Robert Koehler

Curt Dimmig
owner/designer

608 212-0633

www.time2remodel.com

curt@time2remodel.com

Looks like it’s.....

HOPE  
REBUKED
By Robert Koehler

A steady afternoon 
of drips means Winter will be 
a busy plumber tonight.
Spring’s melt does not 
come winged and determined, 
rather at a snail’s pace.
Equally matched in 
a tug of war, night and day 
stumble back and forth.
Even so, around most 
tree trunks, a widening circle 
of brown grass exposed.
The ghost of footprints 
to and from the compost bin, 
an opening highway.
But hope rebuked, 
moonlight proceeds to harden 
impetuous puddles.

— Robert Koehler is a Bay Creek 
neighbor and poet.  
See his work at:  
robertupatdawn.wordpress.com

Your ad  
could be  
here. 
Contact Judy at 
judysotheremail 
@mail.com or  
608-469-1218  
for more info.

New to the Bay Creek neighborhood?
  Contact the Welcome Committee at baycreek.welcome@gmail.com 
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Expand Your Hippocampus
By Andy Meessmann

As we emerged from the bar after a late morning cocktail, 
my cycling companion asked, “What way?” It was a complex 
question with the possibility of wrong turns, congested 
roadways, mean dogs, and daunting hills baking under the 
Denver summer sun. 

Our 40-mile, round-trip bike ride from Denver to Golden 
began Downtown and would weave through the sprawling 
tapestry of the northwest suburbs and bike trail networks to 
reach our destination – an ice-cold Coors Light at the Ace 
Hi Tavern to watch the conclusion of the US Pro Cycling 
Challenge Race Across Colorado. 

My riding partner, waiting in silence for his answer, understood 
my dazed look forward. Somewhere in the depths of my mind 
(beneath a healthy bloody mary and PBR) lay a biking memory 
bank holding thousands of miles of bike commuting and 
recreational riding throughout the city, worth nothing except 
to those that rode with me:  I knew every turn, dangerous 
intersection, potholed trail, and aggressive backyard dog (I’d 
been chased many times). In a matter of a few seconds, I 
produced a mental map leading us to the thirst quenching Coors 
Lights only blocks from The Coors Brewery. “Let’s ride!”

When we stitch together mental data like this to get from 
point A to B, researchers call it ‘cognitive mapping’. The 
brain’s hippocampus helps us assemble cognitive maps 
out of stored memories and spatial recollections.  Research 

has found that increased use of this portion of the brain 
(more mental mapping) produces more gray matter, which 
can reduce the chances of Alzheimer’s, a disease known to 
diminish spatial orientation and memory as we age. 

As our dependency on GPS for navigation increases in cars 
(and dare I say it - on bikes, too), we’re only visualizing a 
portion of our maps. I’d argue that bikers’ relatively slow 
speed and tendency to rely on mental mapping helps us 
develop a stronger sense of our city’s geographic details, 
creating distinct mental images. In his groundbreaking book 
“The Image of the City,” Kevin Lynch describes the process 
of developing an image as “nearly every sense in operation 
and the image is the composite of them all.” As we drive 
more GPS guided miles, we increasingly miss opportunities 
to become connected to our surroundings - to form a truly 
complete image of where we live. 

Rounding the last turn into Golden, we reached the Ace Hi 
Tavern patio for cool drinks and the conclusion of the Pro 
Challenge. The backyard dogs were quiet, and my mental map 
dodged the typical suburban mayhem. “What way back?” my 
companion asked. Because doubling back isn’t as fun, I stared 
ahead for a few moments to produce a mental map that closed 
the loop. “Let’s Ride!”

Rethinking GPS navigation: creating cognitive maps through 
auditory clues https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-
87148-4

Lynch, Kevin. “The Image of the City”. Technology Press & 
Harvard University Press, 1960. v 

Crossword Answer

SStt..  MMaarrkk’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  
4th Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 pm  
Through September 

 

Join us at St. Mark’s for a great, FREE meal 
and hang out with our Celebrity Chefs! 

 

Thursday, June 23: Madison Police Chief Shon Barnes 
Thursday, July 28: Alderman Tag Evers 

In case of rain, food will be served inside. 
 

605 Spruce St. Madison, WI 
 

AAllll  AArree  WWeellccoommee!! 

StMarksMadison.org 
StMarks@StMarksMadison.org 
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Neighborhood Notes
M U S I C :  

Make Music Madison (4 Bay Creek events)
Tuesday, June 21st

https://www.makemusicmadison.org

Gold Rust Rock. 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM  
Garage on Olin Ave opposite Madison Swimming Pool, 
225 Van Deusen St

JJdDJ: Funk, Swing, Pop. 12:25 PM - 9:00 PM  
Bernie’s Beach, 901 Gilson St.  
(Canceled in case of rain)

Kevin Mason:  Folk singer. 4:00PM - 4:45PM And…
Sundance Band Trio:  Country, Folk, Rock. 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Barb and Jim’s Driveway/garage,  928 West Shore Drive 

Lakeside Coffeehouse music
June  17:  Coffee Duets Jazz 7pm 
 24:  Honey Pies 7pm
July 1:   Irish Session 
 8:   Kate’s Birthday with Tumbledown Shack 7pm 
 16:  Richard Weigel 6:30 pm 
 22:  Trio Soleil 7pm 
 29:  Classical Guitar 7pm
Aug. 5:   Dance Around Molly 7:30pm 
 12:   Irish Session 
 20:  Richard Weigel 6:30pm
  26:  TumbleDown Shack 7pm

Open Doors for Refugees Olin Park Pavilion  
Community Picnic
June 26 – Yid Vicious and Angela Puerta 
12:00 PM to 4:00 pm

K I D S : 
Open Doors for Refugees Olin Park Pavilion Community  
Picnic kid activities: Art projects, dance, games, birding, 
hooping and juggling, sports, and much more. 

C I T Y:  

Traffic Engineering: “Path Resurfacings & Bay Creek Bike 
Improvements,” including South and West Shore Dr Bike 
Blvd extension to John Nolen underpass. 6pm June 28, 2022 
Public Information Meeting Registration  
Further details:  
https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/documents/proj-
ects/WestSouthShoreInformation_April2022.pdf

Greater Madison Metropolitan Planning Organization 
-Regional Planning Commission
Webinar: Meeting Regional Climate Targets
Thursday, June 16, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom -  
Register Here
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/6916521134444/
WN_sbw_Vab_QC-gGI7NJ5IyKQ
GreaterMadisonMPO.org

“Celebrity Chefs” meet and greet City leaders
St. Mark’s Lawn, 605 Spruce St. 6:00-7:30 pm
June  23:  Police Chief Shon Barnes
July  28:  Alder Tag Evers
Aug. 25:  Fire Chief Chris Carbon
Sept.  22:  Sheriff Kalvin Barrett

The Madison Arts Commission:  
Support a Utility Box Installation and local artists: 
money available to fully cover cost of a box wrap in your 
neighborhood:  https://www.friendsofmadisonarts.org/.
 

 

 

Oriental Shop

Oriental Groceries
Seafood

Fresh Vegetables
251-7991

1029 South Park Street
(just beyond Fish Hatchery Road)

Madison, WI 53715

Mon. 10:30-6
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. 10:30-7
Sat. 10:30-6  Sun. 12-5

(Closed Tues.)

Oriental Groceries
Sea Food

Fresh Vegetables
251-7991

1029 South Park Street Madison, WI 53715
(just beyond Fish Hatchery Road)

Mon. 10:30-6
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri.10:30-7
Sat. 10:30-6  Sun. 12-5

(Closed Tues.)



Rhythm  
Of  
The  
Forge
By Rebecca Rettenmund

Pound, pound! Hear the sound 
A smithing class has come to town

With my hammer in my fist 
Strike a bucket item off my list

Clang, cling! The metal sings 
Such delight the tempo brings

The kind of tune a maker likes 
Is the rhythm of anvil strikes

Cling, clang! I pull my tang 
Don’t shape it like a boomerang

As forging muscles waste away 
The power hammer saves the day

Whack, whack! Little Giant attack 
Thins the blade without a crack

Grinding sparks shooting higher 
Just like they do on Forged in Fire

Hiss, hiss! The quenching kiss 
A warpless blade is such a bliss

But if it’s bent, here’s my advice 
Clamp it down into a vice

Beep, beep! The students leap 
The timer signals the perfect heat

Not many learn to make a knife 
It pays to be the teacher’s wife
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Crossword  By Jennifer Vernon    (Solution on page 8)

Rebecca with her instructor and husband, 
Isaiah, hammer hot metal into a blade. 

Students at his Bay Creek workshop learn 
how to make a knife from start to finish in 
one weekend. When classes are posted on 
line, they sell out in five minutes. Her poem 
tells of this unique experience. 



Bay Creek Government 
Representatives
Police Dept Liaison 

Neighborhood Officer, Jessica Wolf #5444  
Office: (608)720-9049 
Email: jwolf@cityofmadison.com

City Council – Tag Evers 
2329 Keyes Ave, Madison  
(608) 424-2580  
district13@cityofmadison.com

County Board – Chuck Erickson  
(608) 212-8753  
erickson.chuck@countyofdane.com

State Representative – Shelia Stubbs 
266-3784 
Rep.Stubbs@legis.wisconsin.gov

State Senator – Kelda Roys 
266-1627 
Sen.Roys@legis.wisconsin.gov

U.S. Representative – Marc Pocan 
258-9800 • pocan.house.gov

U.S. Senators  
Tammy Baldwin 
264-5338 • www.baldwin.senate.gov

 Ron Johnson 
(414) 276-7282  
www.ronjohnson.senate.gov

Newsletter Managing Editor – Stanley Jackson 
608 258-9794 810 Emerson St. srj29@cornell.edu 

Newsletter Distribution – Kirk Elliott  
255-5646 • 225 Van Deusen St  
kirk_elliott@hotmail.com 

OFFICERS 
BCNA Contact Person – Carrie Rothburd  

(608) 467-7170 • baycreek.contact@gmail.com

Recording Secretary – Fred Turkington  
(440) 984-1784 • 106 E. Lakeside St. 
 fet4@case.edu 

Treasurer/Advertising– Judy Robinson  
(608) 469-1218 • judysotheremail@mail.com 

COMMITTEES 
Planning/Economic Development – Lisie Kitchel 

225 Potter St. • 608-220-5180 

Welcome – Doug Noot  
663-8323 • baycreekwelcome@gmail.com

Web – Jim Winkle  
259-1812 • jimwink-madison@yahoo.com 

Transportation – Allen Arntsen 608-692-4293 
allenarntsen@gmail.com

Bay Creek Neighborhood Association
The Bay Creek Bulletin is published every other month by the Bay Creek Neighborhood 
Association (BCNA). The Bulletin provides news and information about our neighborhood and helps 
connect neighbors to one another. We welcome your contributions:  articles, drawings, photos, 
poetry, announcements, book and restaurant reviews. Volunteers deliver the next Bulletin the first 
week of August. Submission deadline is Wednesday July 27.

NEIGHBORHOOD
REPRESENTATIVES
Area 1 – Abby Davidson 

Wingra Dr., west of Park Street 
1025 High St • abby.s.davidson@gmail.com

Area 2 – Jody Clowes 
Northwestern RR tracks, east to Olin-Turville Park 
jclowes72@gmail.com • 608-213-3455

Area 3 – Janelle Mums 
Lakeside St to Monona Bay & west to Park St 
janellemums@gmail.com • 608-320-7085

Area 4 – Jim Winkle 
Central area between Lakeside St & Olin Ave  
259-1812 • jimwink-madison@yahoo.com

Area 5 – Jenny Hayes 
Tree Streets 
608-630-9102 • letsdisco79@yahoo.com 

Area 6 – John Beeman 
Romnes Apartments 
520-7173 • jbeeman53715@gmail.com

SMPC Representative – Cindy McCallum 
dotckk@gmail.com

Senior Notes
NewBridge Madison provides services for older adults, 
60+. For up-to-date services, classes, and activities 
information, check newbridgemadison.org, and Facebook: 
@NewBridgeMadison, call (608) 512-0000; or email info@
newbridgemadison.org.  Participants must follow all Madison 
Dane Public Health guidelines. 

NewBridge: matches older adults to volunteers who do 
safety-check calls and/or friendly social calls; provides Case 
Managers to connect older adults to resources; delivers food 
pantry groceries to older adults’ door on an ongoing basis; 

does home chores – only case management clients may 
receive home chore assistance; gives Zoom and In-Person 
Classes & Activities; runs Zoom Diversity & Inclusion 
Activities, for Dane County Black and Latinx older adults; 
feeds older adults. 

NewBridge congregate free meals sites: Make meal 
and transportation reservations one week prior by 
Thursday10:00 am with Candice at (608) 512-0000 Ext. 4006. 
(NewBridge accepts donations for meals mailed to 1625 
Northport Dr. Madison, 53704.) 

South Madison: Madison Senior Center, 330 W. Mifflin St. 
Monday-Friday, 11:30 am. 

East Madison/Monona: Messiah Lutheran Church, 5202 
Cottage Grove Rd. Tuesday and Thursday 11:30-12:30 pm; 
Hy-Vee East, 3801 E. Washington Ave. Wednesday, 10:00 
am-1:00 pm and Fridays, 10:00 am-1:00 pm

West Madison: Hy-Vee West, 675 S. Whitney Way Wednesday, 
10:00 am-1:00 pm; Meadowridge Commons, 5734 Raymond 
Rd. Tuesday, Thursday, Noon; Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 5701 Raymond Rd. Friday, Noon. 

North Madison: Warner Park Community Recreation 
Center,1625 Northport Dr. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, 11:30 am; Goodman Community Center, 149 
Waubesa St. Monday-Friday, 11:45 am. v  
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The Bay Creek Bulletin is your neighborhood 
newsletter and we’d love to hear from you! 

Have you taken a trip, read a good book, 
discovered a great hiking trail, met an 
interesting neighbor? If you have an idea for 
a story or an article, please email your editor 
Stanley: srj29@cornell.edu

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR NEWSLETTER

Enjoying the  
Bay Creek Bulletin?
Please join the Bay Creek 
Neighborhood Association! 
Voluntary annual dues: only $10 per 
household. May be paid online at 
the Neighborhood’s website https://
baycreekmadison. org/ – click on 
the Contacts page link, then look for 
Treasurer to find the PayPal link.  
Or checks may be mailed to Sara 
Richards 710 Spruce St. 53715.  
(Please make checks payable to  
BCNA not to Sara Richards).

Color this drawing  
from Angela Johnson’s 

Zinn  
Preserve  
Coloring  
Book.


