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Historic House Built To Last By Sara Richards
If you’ve walked along South Shore Drive, you’ve
probably noticed the white adobe style house at the corner
of Parr Street and South Shore Drive. It draws attention because of its unusual construction style. But did you know
this is a house with a history? In fact, this “House of the
Future” is on the national and the state registries of historic
places.
This Motohome was designed by architect Robert
McLaughlin to provide low cost housing. The international
style house was built in 1936 at a time when low cost housing was sorely needed for the post-Depression nation. It
includes standard Motohome features like steel kitchen
cabinets, a handy thermostat above the bed in the master
bedroom, built-in radio and cigarette lighter. Motohomes
featured electrical outlets stamped into the steel studs of the
moto-unit. The house came with central air and a dishwasher which was very uncommon for the time. Other inclusions
were a clock, toaster, percolator, iron, clothes washer, bathroom scale and a library of books on topics ranging from
cooking to childcare. At the time it was built, it also contained several days worth of groceries. Current resident Trina
Clemente notes that none of these built-ins remain in the house but that the house has a surprising amount of built-in
storage that makes the home easy to live in despite its size and age.
Motohomes were cutting edge prefabricated residences. They were composed of fiberboard panels measuring
four feet by eight feet and then covered in an asbestos and concrete mixture. Some sources say cork, not fiberboard,
formed the core of the asbestos and concrete mixture. These panels were connected by steel studs. (continued on page 4)

Bay Creek Billboard
Tue Nov 4, Election Day
The Nov 4, 2008 election will be for the following offices;
President, Congressional Representatives, State Senate
District 26, State Assembly Representatives, Dane County
District Attorney, Clerk, Treasurer and Register of
Deeds.
Bay Creek residents vote at Romnes Apartments, 540 W
Olin Ave. Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE

Mon Nov 10 Bi-Monthly BCNA Meeting 6:30 pm
Madison Baha’i Center, 324 W. Lakeside St.
All Bay Creek residents are invited to attend.
Voluntary annual dues of $10 can be paid at any neighborhood meeting or sent to Rose Brothers 1112 Gilson St
53715
Bay Creek Bulletin

Saturday Oct 11, Saturday Nov 8, Saturday Dec 13
10 am to noon
Shoreline clean ups with Friends of Monona Bay. Meet at
Brittingham Park Beach House (corner of Proudfit and W.
Brittingham Place). Garbage bags and tools are provided,
please bring your own gloves and dress accordingly.
Contact Nina for more info; Email: ninaj@wisc.edu,
Phone 265-3411 or 258-1788.
Second Monday of odd-numbered months
Bay Creek Neighborhood Association (BCNA)
meetings at Madison Baha’i Center, 324 W. Lakeside St.
All Bay Creek residents are invited to attend.
First Wednesday of each month
Friends of Monona Bay, 124 S. Brooks St., Rm 1, 6:30 pm.
Go to www.mononabay. org for more info.
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CHANGES IN PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNELS
By Brad Clark, Station Manager, Madison City Channel

Madison City Channel, the City’s local government television station, has been informed that effective August
12, 2008, we will no longer be located on cable channel 12 on the Charter cable system. As of August 12th, we will be
on channel 994 on Charter. We will still be on Charter’s basic tier of service; the only difference is that since we will
be carried digitally as opposed to in analog, subscribers will need either a Charter digital converter box or a television
with a "QAM" tuner.
There will be no extra charge for this tier of programming since it will still be the basic tier. For people who
already have any digital service from Charter (including any premium channels like HBO, or if you ever order video on
demand or Pay-per-View), these folks are all set and need to do nothing more.
Madison City Channel will be part of Charter's new "Public Affairs Neighborhood" which will include channels
such as Wisconsin Eye (channel 995) and the various C-Span channels (996-998). Charter will be moving CSpan 2 to
997 and will be launching CSpan 3 on 996, and is looking to move CSpan to 998 as soon as possible. This neighborhood will be seen throughout Dane County, which means that communities outside of Madison will be able to watch
our live coverage of the Dane County Board (long a bone of contention in those communities). There is obviously a
certain logic in having the various “government” channels such as Madison City Channel, Wisconsin Eye, and C-Span
grouped together.
I liken this situation to this: In the early days of cable, in the early to mid-1970's, when we added cable we all
had to have a settop box on top of our TVs in order to get the 12 channels they offered at that time. Then, in the
1980's, these "cable-ready" TVs started becoming the standard and so folks like you and I no longer needed that settop
box. Now, as cable companies like Charter transition from providing analog signals to providing digital signals (which
eat up much less bandwidth and therefore allow Charter to have more bandwidth for, for example, more HD channels
or faster internet speeds), we need these set top boxes, but more and more the standard will be TVs which have digital
("QAM") tuners built in, and in a few years just by attrition most of us will not need the boxes any more.
Charter says that it intends to start carrying Madison City Channel on both 994 and 12 in the near future and to
continue this "dual illumination" (their term) until August 12th.
If subscribers do not have either a digital converter or a “digital-ready” TV and wish to continue watching
Madison City Channel, they will need to contact Charter to get a converter box. It is our understanding that Charter
will make a certain number of boxes available to subscribers at no charge for six months, but after that time there will
be a monthly charge of about $2.00.
Please keep in mind that this transition has nothing whatsoever to do with the digital transition mandated by the
Federal Communications Commission which will take effect in February of 2009, and has nothing to do with any government coupon or rebate program. That transition only affects people who only receive television signals broadcast
over the airwaves, and has nothing to do with cable television.
Also please keep in mind that you will still as always be able to access virtually all of Madison City Channel's
award-winning programming through our website at www.madisoncitychannel.tv.
While changing our channel location after all these years is certainly a challenge, there's no question that digital
television is the future, so we are optimistic this transition will go smoothly.
For more info or any comments or concerns, please contact me at citychannel@cityofmadison.com or 266-6501
W4YOU Moving: Effective Oct 1, public access channel WYOU will move from Charter Channel 4 to Channel 991.
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Newsletter Workshop
Neighborhood history, restaurant reviews, business profiles, upcoming events, book recommendations—these
were some of the many ideas for neighborhood newsletters presented at a workshop last spring.
Madison Commons’ Cathy deShano who is a UW Journalism grad student and Pam Hathaway of East Isthmus outlined common problems faced by neighborhood newsletters: production issues, distribution, content. Attendees included people from Tenney Lapham neighborhood, Bram’s Addition, Hawthorne, Worthington Park,
and Bay Creek. Distribution ranges from 350 households to 2000 (Bay Creek has 1600).
Madison Commons is based on the idea of the old village commons and “designed to provide news and
information about all of Madison's neighborhoods and a crossroads for the discussion of community issues” according to the website (madisoncommons.org). They plan to host another workshop in the fall. These workshops
are open to anyone interested in neighborhood newsletters.
Copies of various newsletters were passed around. Joe Brogan of Tenney Lapham admitted that they benefit from having a neighborhood historian who often contributes an article. Their 20 page newsletter also includes
an informal book section written by a rotating team of three residents.
History, restaurants, businesses, books—these are all things that Bay Creek has. If you are interested in
writing about them or anything else in Bay Creek, please contact Sara Richards at leftpaintedtoenail@hotmail.com
or 255-5023. What would you like to see in your newsletter?

Bay Creek Bulletin Ad Revenue Update
As of press time, we have collected $600.00 in past due ad revenue. We are still working with some of our
advertisers and our goal is to have the balance of our past due revenue collected by the Nov 10 BCNA meeting.
We recently added four new advertisers and currently have enough ad revenue for the Bulletin to be self supporting. But since many of our advertisers are small, independently owned businesses, their advertising resources are
limited and they may not be able to advertise in every issue. Because of that, we will continue to be look for new
advertisers. If you, or someone you know, may be interested in advertising in the Bulletin, please contact Judy at
469-1218 for more details. We are no longer in need of donations due to the generosity of everyone who responded to our plea. But we will continue to accept voluntary membership dues of $10 per household. Dues can
be paid at any BCNA meeting or mailed to Rose Brothers, 1112 Gilson St, 53715.

SECOND HARVEST—Helping Fight Hunger For 22 Years
Second Harvest started distributing food to hungry people in Southern Wisconsin in 1986. Currently, over
400 charitable programs in 16 southwestern Wisconsin counties receive food from the warehouse to distribute in
their local communities. In addition to that, they also fight hunger through these 4 programs:
Kids Cafe Program
Kids Cafe is a program of America’s Second Harvest and is one of the nation’s largest charitable meal and nutrition education programs exclusively for children in need. Second Harvest operates six Kids Cafes in partnership
with the UW’s Nutrition Education Program. Each Kids Cafe is designed to meet the needs of the children living
in the neighborhood. While no two programs are identical, each shares a common goal of providing a safe, respectful environment where youth can receive wholesome meals, nutrition education, academic and recreational
activities.
Direct Delivery/Drop Site Program
Food pantries and meal sites in distant counties often do not have personnel or appropriate vehicles to transport the
quantity and types of food they need from our Madison warehouse. In 1999, the food bank implemented a program to deliver food directly to agencies in some counties and in 2002 it added three drop sites convenient for
agency pick-ups. Today over 260 agencies in 16 outlying counties can better serve their communities with the help
of this program, which has grown 550% since inception. An estimated 800,000 pounds of food will be delivered
this year.
Mobile Pantry
In August 2003, Second Harvest started the Mobile Pantry Program. In partnership with a (continued on page 5)
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
New Restaurant in Bay Creek
David’s Jamaican Restaurant serves lunch and dinner 7 days a week. It is located at 1616 Beld Street, the locale of
the former Jada’s Soul Food Catering and--a long time ago--the site of Mr. P’s. Try it out; write a review!

Free Breast Screening
Wisconsin Well Woman Program provides free health screenings to income eligible women. Over 25 medical clinics
in Dane County participate. There is a 1 in 8 chance that a woman will be diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime. All women are at risk for breast cancer, not just those with a family history. The good news is that breast cancer
is treatable. Finding breast cancer early gives a woman a much greater chance of full recovery. This is an opportunity
for ALL women to have access to an annual check up. Enrollment is quick and is completed over the phone. For
more information call Kari - (608) 242-6392 at Public Health – Madison & Dane County.

Madison Friends of International Students
As the Fall semester begins, MFIS is looking for English Conversation Partners for international students who wish to
become acquainted with an American friend. Last year, MFIS had 119 partnerships between international students
and Americans but there always seem to be more international students wanting this opportunity than American partners available. The MFIS program is very flexible – you set the time, place, and how often you meet with your international student. This is not tutoring, just being a friend. If interested, please call Anne Nahn, chairperson, at 8313390 or email at acnahn@charter.net.

Another Star in Bay Creek
Jim Winkle, long time Bay Creek resident and BCNA webmaster, appeared on Wisconsin Public Television on Tuesday, September 9, during the pledge drive. Jim is an advocate of solar energy and answered questions during breaks
from Nova’s “Saved by the Sun”.

1200 Tutors in 12 Weeks
Literacy Network is partnering with Wisconsin Literacy for its 1200 Tutors in 12 Weeks campaign to recruit 1,200
new literacy tutors statewide. The campaign kicked off Sept. 8 across Wisconsin. This year, Literacy Network has set
a goal to recruit and train 70 new tutors throughout the campaign. Literacy Network will receive funds from Wisconsin Literacy based on the number of new volunteer tutors recruited and trained from Sept. 8 through Dec. 1.
For more information, contact Amber McReynolds at amber@litnetwork.org or 244-3911 ex.33.
1200 Tutors in 12 Weeks in sponsored by Verizon.
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Historic House (continued from page 1)
Amazingly, the house is insulated with aluminum foil. The decision to use aluminum foil was researched extensively with the conclusion it would be fine with the bonus that it is much lighter to transport than conventional insulation.
Those of us familiar with Wisconsin winters have wondered how the flat roof can support the weight of snow.
It’s easy when walls are built of steel and two layers of concrete. Even with last year’s record-breaking snowfall the
roof was fine.
This particular house was Motohome #3623 and was the 54th one sold. It is Wisconsin’s only Motohome as
well as one of the few with a basement. All Motohomes were pre-fabricated. They were marketed and sold by
American Houses, Inc., between 1932 and 1937. Features included being fire proof, sound proof, strong and lightweight. The marketing slogan was “A machine to live in.”
Motohomes debuted in a ceremony at Wanamaker’s Department Store in New York City where a cellophane
wrapped Motohome that had been assembled in the store was unveiled by Sara Delano Roosevelt, mother of the President. The homes were erected from New York state to Florida to Kansas. It was the most extensively engineered prefabricated house sold in America at the time but tastes changed. The populace preferred wood prefabricated houses to
the steel and concrete. The last Motohome was built in 1938.
The Clementes have noticed that many passersby seem interested in the unusual building and are considering
hosting an open house at some point in the future but wrapping the house in cellophane is not part of that plan.
Welcome to the neighborhood, Trina and Luca Clemente!
Bay Creek Bulletin
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
South Madison Coalition of the Elderly Senior Notes
Be sure to purchase your tickets now for the South Madison Coalition Raffle!! Tickets available at the coalition
office, 128 E. Olin Ave or call 251-8405x21. Six for $5.00, or $1.00 each. Over 50 prizes to win! Drawing is Sunday, November 9.
Neighborhood Senior Center - Romnes Apartments, 540 W. Olin Ave. If you are interested in joining us for
lunch before/after the programs, call 251-8405 to reserve a meal. The cost for lunch for those 60 and older, is on a
donation basis.
Halloween Party with Live Music--Get in on the fun with costumes, music, and prizes at our Halloween Party on
Thursday, October 30 at 2:00 p.m. Tom Schroeder entertains on the accordion. His performance will include selections from the 1920’s to the 1970’s. Add to the fun by coming in a costume from your favorite era.
Fall Fashion Show--Join us for a fashion show and see all the latest fall and winter styles on Thursday, October
16 at 1:30 p.m. The show will be presented by staff from Bonworth, a boutique specializing in reasonably-priced
clothes for women 55 and older. Desserts and refreshments will be served.
Flu Shots--Home Health United will offer flu and pneumonia vaccinations at the south/central locations below on
Thursday, October 9, 11 a.m. Costs are covered by Medicare Part B or Medicaid. Remember to bring along your
Medicare or Medicaid card.
Thanksgiving Day Dinner
Gather with your neighbors for a free Thanksgiving dinner at noon on Thursday, November 27, at St. Mark’s
Church, 605 Spruce Street. The dinner is free and no reservations are needed. If poor health prevents you from attending, you can request a home-delivered meal by calling the South Madison Coalition at 251-8405. Reservations
for home deliveries should be made Monday, November 24 at noon.
MedDrop Drug Disposal Day
Dispose of unwanted medications at MedDrop on Saturday, October 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the city transfer
station, 121 E. Olin Avenue.
MedDrop is a free, easy drive-thru site. You can drop off prescription medicine, over-the-counter liquids, pills or
creams, medications for pets, vitamins, nebulizer solution or inhalers. You will not be asked your name. Please
keep your unused or expired medication in the original container.
Cross off your name and address, but DO NOT cover up the name of the medication.
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Second Harvest (continued from page 3)
member agency, food from the Second Harvest warehouse is trucked to a neighborhood site at a prescheduled time
for immediate distribution to residents. The program provides additional food to those in need and gives Second
Harvest a valuable channel to increase distribution of perishable food items to ensure that good food will not go to
waste. The Mobile Pantry increased its distribution 42% to over 1 million pounds of food last year and is serving
hundreds of people with each scheduled visit.
BackPack Program
Backpacks filled with nutritious, easy-to-prepare foods provide nourishment on long weekends and other out-ofschool times for children considered at risk of hunger. In conjuction with a school district and a community
agency that acquires food through Second Harvest, backpacks are filled with food and a teacher discreetly hangs it
in a child’s locker to be taken home on the last school day before the break. The child returns the empty backpack
on the next day back at school. This is Second Harvest’s newest program to fight child hunger.
Go to www.secondharvestmadison.org or call 223-9121 to find out how to help fight hunger in Wisconsin.
Bay Creek Bulletin
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Bay Creek Bulletin information The Bay Creek Bulletin is published every other month by the Bay

Creek Neighborhood Association (BCNA) and is a news and information service for the neighborhood.
The Bulletin welcomes comments and submission of articles, photographs, drawings, poetry, announcements
and other information.

Managing editor

Sara Richards; 710 Spruce St.; 255-5023
leftpaintedtoenail@hotmail.com

Copy editor and layout

Judy Robinson; 469-1218; jbella@merr.com

Advertising contact

Rose Brothers 1112 Gilson St 53715
RoseBros13@aol.com

Distribution

Kirk Elliott; 225 Van Deusen St.; 255-5646;
kirk_elliott@hotmail.com

Next issue: Dec 08/Jan 2009 Deadlines: Ads and Copy , Nov 14, Delivery: First week of Dec.

BCNA officers

Bay Creek contact person
Bob Stoffs, 914 Lawrence;
255-1074
Secretary Cindy Snyder
Treasurer Judy Robinson
469-1218 jbella@merr.com

Standing committees

Welcoming committee
Julie Campbell, 818 Emerson St.;
258-1495;
juliejamescampbell@hotmail.com
Web committee Jim Winkle,
813 Emerson St.; 259-1812;
jim@EventsGalore.net

Advertise in the
Bulletin!
Business sized card
ads start at only $30.
E-mail Rose Brothers for more
info: RoseBros13@aol.com

BCNA area representatives

Area 1—Wingra Drive west of Park Street ...................................... Judy Robinson; 469-1218 jbella@merr.com
Area 2—Northwestern railroad tracks east to Olin-Turville Park ......Kirk Elliott 255-5646
Area 3—Lakeside St to Monona Bay and west to Park Street ... .. Open
Area 4—Central area between Lakeside St and Olin Ave
.......Jim Winkle 259-1812
Area 5—Tree streets ............................................................. ................Bob Lockhart; 633 Cedar St.; 256-0444
Area 6—Romnes Apartments ..............................................................Open
BCNA Rep to South Metropolitan Planning Council .........................Bob Stoffs, 914 Lawrence; 255-1074

Government representatives

City council ..............................Julia Kerr, 260-2661; district13@cityofmadison.com
County board ..........................Kyle Richmond; 929 O’Sheridan St.; 251-3171; richmond.kyle@co.dane.wi.us
State representative ................Mark Pocan; 266-8570; rep.pocan@legis.state.wi.us
State senator ............................Fred Risser; 266-1627; sen.risser@legis.state.wi.us
Congresswoman ......................Tammy Baldwin; 257-9200; tammy.baldwin@mail.house.gov
U.S. Senators .......................... ..Herb Kohl; 264-5338; senator_kohl@kohl.senate.gov
Russ Feingold; 828-1200; russell_feingold@feingold.senate.gov
BCNA police department liaison Officer ......Sarah McLaughlin; South Side Station, 825 Hughes Place; Phone:
266-5938; Fax: 266-4452; office hours 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Bay Creek Bulletin

6

http://www.geocities.com/bay_creek/

